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A Sketch of HuMAN LIFE. 


B96 HE Life of Man feems fhort in refpect of Comforts ; but long in 
refpect of Miferies. A Child comes crying into the World, as 
if apprehenfive of the Mifery he is born to. Indeed, we cannot 
figure to ourfelves a more indigent Creature than a new-born 
Infant ; the Day of whofe Birth muft infallibly prove the Da: 

its Death, without the Help of others: for unlefS prop. v 
affifted, with Care and Skill, to fupport his tender Frar~ : 
would juft make his Appearance, like an Adtor in an Opera, fing his Di... , aud 
quit the Stage. With all the Care taken to preferve the Life of a Child, Death 
threatens him every Hour ; becaufe his Body, on account of its Delicacy, feems, 
likea Bubble, capable of breaking by the leaft rude Accident. He muft, therefore, 
be watched Day and Night ; be covered up in Blankets and Wrappers, and 
delivered over to the Nurfe to be fed, and lulled, and fung to Sleep. This is 
the State of a Child, in his tender Years ; and makes the firft A&t of the 
Tragedy, as Shake/pear defcribes it. 

Soon after the Infant is weaned, and the Nurfe difmiffed, the little Creature is 
puc into the Hands of a Tutor, or Schoolmafter ; who endeavours to harden _ his 
tender Skin, with the Rod andthe Ferula. And now the young Brain muft 
be ploughed and harrowed, to prepare it for receiving the Rudiments of Gram- 
mar ; which, if the Head be not capable of retaining, the Hands and Back muft 
{mart for it. This Difcipline may indeed be tolerated, provided it is onl 
exercifed to the Child’s Advantage: for, as Valetudinarians take difagreeable 
Medicines to improve their Conftitution ; untoward Youngfters may fubmit to 
Correction, when they know that every Lafh, and every Knock is a Token of 
Love : tho’ many a Boy may fay with the Poet ; ** 4 foce de m’aimer tu me rends 
miferable.” But Mafters ufually difpenfe Correétion according to the innate Acid 
of their own Tempers ; and retaliate upon the Backs of others, thofe Stripes they 
received when School-Boys themfelves, ‘The Pupil, after having, for fome 
Years, being thus difciplined ; inftructed in Things neceflary and unneceflary, 
ufeful and ufelefs, is at length fet free ; and now he expeéts to reap the Fruit of 
his Labour and Suffering ! But, the Joy arifing upon the Expiration of this 
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Slavery, like Lightning, juft flafhes and vanifhes. Immediatelv.after School- 
Difcipline, and Academical Diudgery, follow Anxiety of Min#: .d the Cares 
of Life ; fo that the next fucceeding State may poflibly prove core diftrefsful 
than the firft. 

For now, feveral Years, and often the Prime of Life, muft be fpent in Atten- 
dance, and the feeking of Patrons or Preferment. And it happens unluckily in 
this Situation, that what a Man learnt at School proves of little Service to him ; 
becaufe the Way to the Antichambers of the Great} differs from the Road to 
Parnaffus. "To fucceedin Life, inftead of Latin and Greek, a Man fhould furnith 
himfelf with Humility and Patience; and inftead of courting the Mufes, ingratiate 
himfelf with Ladies of Quality, or their Women. All learned Ambition, and 
towering Thoughts, muft now be abandoned ; and no Condefcenfion be fpared, 
Single Addrefs is here more ufeful than all the liberal Science ; and how to gain 
the great. Man’s Favour and Intereft, is the Study of Studies. A Suitor muft 
imitate the Worm ; creep in at Levees; bend, and buckle, and fuffer, and fubmit. 

When, at laft, 2a Competency is fervilely obtained, frefh Incumbrances arife: 
a Houfe mutt be furnifhed, an Equipage provided ; and before the fuccefsful Man 
is fettled, his Tafte and Relifh for this Kind of Life may poffibly be gone, 
‘Then enfues a miferable State of Things! Whilft a Man is capable of enjoying 
Pleafure, he wants the Means ; and when he has got the Means, he wants the 
Appetite ; fo that the prefent Plenty becomes as difagreeable as the preceeding 
Want: for, to have nothing, and to like nothing, differ but little. And thus 
till a Man is paft the Age for relifhing Matrimony, he may not be able to provide 
for a Wife. 

Plenty and a Difufe of it, or a general Diflike of the World, often attend Old 
Age. And if Age, of itfelf, does not compleat the Misfortune, Infirmity and 
Weaknefs, Difguft and Diflatisfaétion, ufually clofe the Scene. For, “ Old- 
«© Age is the Harbour of Calamities.” ‘This, in general, is the Courfe of Human 
Life ; atleaft, it has been the Tenour of mine, and of far the greater Part of m 
Acquaintance. Many, indeed, go different Ways to the fan.e End ; but few of 
all thefe Ways are without Briars and Thorns, Vexations and Torments. Fer, 
the Pilgrimage of Man is a State of Suffering, tho’ the Suffcrings differ in Kind. 
All the Roads of Life are rough, and narrow, and craggy, and broken ; and the 
common Gulph, in which they all terminate, is Death. And, thus, as Life 
begins, fo it ufually ends, with bewailing; as we fee by daily Experience. 

f any Man judges this Defcription too tragical, I felicitate him upon having 
paffed his Life with lefs Trouble and fewer Misfortunes. For my own part, J 
judge the Sketch not aggravated. The happy Days I have feen inthe World, 
may foon be numbered. If others can reckon up a Series of happy Years, it 
would be Joy to me ; foras we are all Fellow-Sufferers, we ought by no Means, 
to envy one another our fhort-lived Enjoyments. The Practice of thofe Bigots 
fhould never be followed, who deny themfelves no Gratifications, but allow 
none to their Neighbours. 

From the Miferies to which the prefent Life is fubject, arifes a moft comfort- 
2ble Demonftration of a future State. Ifthere was to be no Life after this, we 
might fay, that ** God had made Man in his Anger,” and render’d him the moft 
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miferable of al the Creatures. For, tho’ Brutes are fubject to Mifery and Death, 
yet they are > from Care and Anxiety ; fo that even the Underftanding, 
allotted to Ma. would then diftinguifh him, in Mifery, from Brutes ; who are 
not encumbered about any thing more than the prefent, whilft Men are attentive 
to paft, to prefent, and to future Evils. But the glorious and juft Expectation of 
the Life to come is capable of fweetening all the bitternefs in this; provided we 
fo mould our Thoughts, as to look upon earthly Miferies as no Miferies at all, 
in Comparifon of the future Joys we are toexpect. And, certainly, the greater 
Sufferings we innocently undergo in this World, the more pleafing Idea we may 
actually have of the promifed Felicities, in the Life eternal. To diminifh the 
Miteries of this Life, and prepare the Mind for a better, is the Aim of the Author ; 
who wifhes he had Abilities adequate to fo glorious a Work. 
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The PARTY-COLOUR’BD SHIELD, A Fable. 


N the Days of Knight-Errantry and Paganifm, one of our old Britta Princes 
] fet up a Statue to the Goddets of V :éory, in a Point where four Roads met 
together. In her right Hand fhe held a Spear ; and refted with her left upona 
Shield. The Outfide of this Shield was of Gold, and the Infide of Silver. On 
the former was in{crib’d, in the old Briti/h Language, ** To the Goddefs ever 
favourable: and onthe other, ** For four Victories obtain’d fucceflively over the 
Piés, and other Inhabitants of the Northern Iflands.” 

It happen’d one Day, that two Knights completely arm’d, the one in black 
Armour, and the other in white, arriv’d from oppofite Parts of the Country, at 
this Statue, juft about the fame Time ; and as neither of them had feen it before, 
they ftopp'd to read the Infcriptions, and obferve the Excellence of its Workman- 
fhip. After contemplating it for fome time, ** This Golden Shield, (fays the 
Black Knight,)---** Golden Shield ! cry’d the White Knight, (who was as 
ftrictly obferving the oppofite Side,) why, if I have any Eyes, ’tis Silver”---** ] 
know nothing of your Eyes, reply’d the Black Knight ; but if ever I faw a 
Golden Shield in my Life, this is one.”---*¢ Yes, return’d the White Knight 
fmiling, ’tis very probable indeed, that they fhou’d expofe a Shield of Gold in fo 
public a Place as this is! For my Part, I wonder that even a Silver one is not too 
{trong a Temptation for the Devotion of fome of the People that pafs this Way ; 
and it appears by the Date, that this has been here above three Years.” ‘The 
Black Knight cou’d not bear the Smile with which this was deliver’d, and grew 
{fo warm in the Difpute, that it foon ended in a Challenge. They both therefore 
turn’d their Horfes, and rode back fo far, as to have fufficient Space for their 
Career ; then fix’d their Spears in their Refts, and flew at each other with the 
greateft Fury and Impetuofity, their Shock was fo rude, and the Blow on each 
Side fogeffectual ; that they both fell tothe Ground fo much wounded and bruiz’d, 
that they tay there for fome time, asin a Trance. A good Druid, who was 
travelling that Way, found them in this Condition. The Druids were the 
Phyficians of thofe Times, as well as the Priefts. He had a fovereign Balfam 
about him, which he had compos’d himfelf ; (for he was very knowing in all the 
Plants that grew in the Fields, or in the Forefts.) He ftaunch’d their Blood, 
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apply’d his Balm to their Wounds ; and brought them, as it were, from Death 
to Life again. As foon as he found them fufficiently recover’d, he began to 
enquire into the Occafion of their Quarrel. “* Why this Man, cry’d the Black 
Knight, will have it, that that Shield yonder is Silver.”---** And he will have it, 
reply d the White Knight, that itis Gold ;” and then told him all the Particulars 
of the Affair. ‘* Ah, fays the Druid with a Sigh, you are both of you, my 
Brethren, in the right; and both of you in the wrong! Had either of you given 
himfelf Time to look upon the oppofite Part of the Shield, as well as that which 
firft prefented itfelf to his View, all this Paffion and Blood-fhed might have been 
avoided. However, there is a very good Leffon to be learn’d from the Evils that 
have befallen you on this Occafion. Permit me therefore to entreat you, by all 
our Gods! and by this Goddefs of Viéfory in particular ! never to enter into any 
Difpute for the future, till you have fairly confider’d each Side of the Queftion. 
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The PIOUS SAILOR. A facred OD E., 
I. 
HE Man, whofe Heart from Vice is clear, 
Whofe deeds are honeft, true, fincere, 
Whom God and Virtue guide, 
With cautious circumfpection Wife, 
The dangerous Wrecks of Life defies, 
And ftems the mighty Tide. 
Il. 
He hears the Storms of Fortune rife, 
In adverfe Combate ’midft the Skies, 
But hears without difmay ; 
His Pilot, God, the Veflel guides, 
And o’er the fteady Helm prefides, 
And points the deftin’d Way. 
III. 
In vain the Syrens tune their Song, 
With treach’rous Mufick’s luring Tongue, 
He {till maintains his Road ; 
In vain they glance their beck’ning Guiles. 


Deftructive Charms, and wanton Wiles ; 
His Soul is fix’d on----God. 


IV. 
At length he kens the promis’d Land, . 
And hails aloud the wifh’d-for Strand, 
With heav’nly Joy pofleft ; 
And ’midft the Plenty of his Store, 


(His labour paft, his toil no more) 
Enjoys the Port of Reft. 
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